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Departmbnt  op  Militia  and  Dipenci, 

Ottawa,  March  13th,  1876. 

of  fif  y  thousand  «60,000)  dolla,.,  voted  by  Pa.-Iiamont  la.t  Session  for  tho  su..iving 
M.l.t.amen  of  1812.15,  stops  wo.-o  taken  without  delay  to  obtain  information  ^ 
to  the  number  of  those  veterans,  and  to  identify-  oa.h  of  thorn,  a  work  which  involved 
a  very  extensive  correspondence  at  the  outset,  and  necessitated  finally  a  pei-sonal 
oxammafon  of  those  who  were  not  able  to  comply  fully  by  wi-iting  with  the  required 
references  and  data.  h»>*vu 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  (2,600),  out  of  the  3,024  Militiamen  referred  to  in 

voLTeT^'"'"^'  '^'' ''"'''  ^'''  ^'''*  °''"^  '''''"'^'  ^•-"^  '^""«''^'  °"  *^«  ^""«^»"R 

on  J:ont  "^'\f!T^'  comparison  of  their  own  declaration  with  the  official  documentp 
on  record  in  this  department ; 

.ranLl'th''^""""''  f  "'"'  """'  '"  ''''  li«t  of  those  who  were  awarded  land 
giants  for  their  services  during  the  war  of  1812-15 ; 

3.  A  solemn  (io<laration  of  identity  f^-om  thj  applicant ; 

4.  A  solemn  declaration  of  services  and  personal  identity  ft^m  another  vetemn. 
01  other  person  who  had  pergonal  knowledge  of  his  sei-vices  in  1812-15. 

f^nnT";."/'''V""""''  "''''  ""^'^^  '^PP"^-""^"  ^'-  ^«»'J"'^t  hv  themselves 
f^nmshtha     indispensable    i„f„nnation,    two    offloc.   of  this  depaHmcnT 
.lotailed  to  visu  an.l  examine  personally  the  parties  interested.    I  Jt. -Colon  1  )o  n 
Maopherson  visit.,  the  Province  of  Ontario,  an.,  myself  the  Province     fQuo^: 
By  mustering  the  veterans  in  groups  f..om  .S.)  to  HO,  acoo.iin.  to  thci    numtr' 
w.    .a  cer^in  limit  great  facilities  have  been  afforded  for  the;,  tlel   of  t 
olaims.       njust  say  that  this  system  worked  in  a  most  Hatisfi.,.,orv  manner.    A  ^rea 
...nber  o    those  who  co.„d  not  at  first  justify  by  their  own  acc.nt  of  the  egUim«:y 
oft  o„.  Haim,  but  who  had  nevertheless  served  under  arms,  were  thus  p,.t  in, 
position  to  substantiate  their  declaration.  ' 

It  hi.s  l>een  found,  in  most  cases,  that  those  entitled  to  participate  in  the  vote 
mad  by  Parliament  are  in  indigent  ciivumUaneos,  many  having  no  one  to  depend 
"p.n  for  support,  and  living  entirely  on  public  charity.  ^ 

The  news  that  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  eventful  days  of  1812-15  were  to  be 
^he  recipients  of  the  bounty  of  the  Legislature,  was  greeted  throughout  the  co  tiy 
wh  universal  satisfaction,  and  in  many  places  where  Ibad  these  oU  .en  congre. 
gated  during  my  visit,  they  were  moBt  hcpiiably  entertained  ' 


:::t-if' 


r 


(V 


Out  of  3,024  who  liavo  appliml  lo  paiti(ii>ate  in  tlie  vote  of  850,000,  2,554  have 
pr.vod  thftt  thoy  aio  votoian  soMiors  of  1812-1."),  ami  it  is  thought  that  the  list  will 
be  materially  swollen,  as>  a  considcral.lo  amount  of  corresponilonco  is  still  carried 
on  between  the  departmont  and  tho  applicants,  with  a  view  to  comploto  their  oasea. 
Now  applications  are  dail     received. 

It  was  at  tirHt  thouglit  possible  in  this  report,  to  present  exact  data,  and  draw 
fmm  them  interest  in.,'  statistical  information  that  would  have  been  extremely 
instructive  and  useful,  but  1  have  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  postpone  this  work 
until  the  exact  number  of  veterans  yet  alive  is  made  known  to  this  department. 

No  exact  data  have  yet  been  fi)und  to  establish  correctly  tho  number  of  Militiamen 
under  arms  in  Upper  Canada  in  1812-15,  but  it  is  stated  in  an  address  to  the  Prince 
Iles,'ent  on  the  subject  of  services  rendered  by  the  Militia  of  that  Province  (Journals 
of  Upper  Canada,  1H12,  pane  302),  that  "  tho  population  able  to  bear  arms  does  not 
exceed  10,008  men;  nca -ly  one-half  of  these  wore  embodied  for  the  whole  of  the  first, 
at\d  a  very  coiisideraido  portion  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  last  campaign."  The 
strength  [of  the  Militia  on  actual  service  al«»vo  referral  to,  appears  to  have  boon  as 
follows:— 550  cavalry,  :5.")0  artillery,  55  artilieiers  ami  4,300  infantry;  total  5,455 
officers,7non-(ommiHsi<>iie(l  ofliccis  iiiid  men.  The  Province  seems  to  have  biul  only 
one  batallion,  500  stron--,  which  was  styled  "the  Incorporated  Battalion."  Tho 
whole  of  the  Militia  was  ordered  out  in  that  section  of  the  c<»untry  in  1813. 

The  number  of  Militiamen  underarms  in  Lower  Canada  during  the  war, obtained 
from  tho  documents  on  record  in  the  nopartmeittolMilitia  ami  Defence,  was  as  follows: 

1st  Battalion  Kmbodied  Militia 1,030 

2nd      do  do  862 

3rd       do  do  883 

4th       do  do  911 

6th       do  do  680 

6th       do  do  «40 

Voltigeurs  do  5nT 

Chasseurs  do  538 

Col.  Beschambeault's   do 500 

6,017 
Six  other  battalions  were  out  in  Lower  Canada,  but  only  for  a  few  months,  viz.  : 

Ist  Battalion,  Quebec ^63 

2nd       do  do     ^'^^ 

B\-d      dp  do  , <!U 

Ist       do  Montreal ■b'>0 

2nd      do  do       57(: 

3rd       d.)  do       l_l!!.' 

'      3,638 


1 


I:  I 


There  were  alx>ut  12,60<J  Militiamen  out  for  «hort  j.oriod.s  varyiuic  from  a  few 
UayH  to  two  mo„(I.H,  making  a  total  of  23,525  Militiamen  of  Lower  Canada  out  for 
Home  ponotl.  mr.ro  or  lo8»,  durin-;  the  war,  viz. : 

9  Battalions  Kml)odied  Militia fnn-j 

•^        <lo         Montreal  and  Quoiw 'la-^g 

Cavalry ju.j 

Artillery j,..j 

"Voyagom-s ^o-^ 

Called  Gilt  for  short  poriodsj 12  CM 

Total 23,525 

abou    13,000,  as  far  a,s  can  be  ascertained,  comprising  the  Is.  Foot  (Ist  battalion  only), 
8th  K.ngs  Own,  10th  Royal  Veterans  (one  battalion  onlv),  13th  40th  4l8t  40tl 

o  d,  T  ;;T'  ''''' ''''''  ""'"^^^'^'^^  Kogiments;,:: ;he  C  Z: 

foundland,    ho  Meurons,  the  Fencibles,  the  Glengarry  Tfogimonts,  the  19th   Li-^ht 
T).-«goons,  about  800  Royal  Marines  and  Seamen,  an.l  500  ArtilLry  and  Enginee,;. 

The  whole  period  of  the  "war  of  1812-15  "embraced  forty-two  months,  out  of 
wh.ch  twonty-n.ne  wore  engage^l  in  actual  military  operations,  vi.. : 

I811.-Septembcr.    War  threatening ;  preparations  made  on  iK^th  sides. 
decla™  wa7''*  ^""''    '^^"  '''"'*  "''^^  "^"  ^^'^    "^  ^''''-    ^«*'^'  ^^"'"^"J  «*"*- 

1815.-lst  March.    Treaty  made  known  in  Canada. 

The  operations  of  the  war,  as  far  ns  fighting  is  concerned,  wore  n«  follows: 

1812. 

.Tt.no         1.     Attack  uMon  Tsle  aux  Noix ^7'!^/'" 

J"Iy  1.     Raid  on  PI,.tts[.u,.gl, ZZZIZZZ        do 

''"  3.     N'aval  engagement  near  Amhcrsthurg...  j^ 

il'i  17.    Capture  of  Fort  Mackinaw [ ,'""'" j^ 

J"  29.     Engagement  near  Amhorstbur"  ^i" 

August      7.     PonMonUarkon  Amhei-sthu,-^ ZZZ. Z 

do  !).     Stores  captured  near  Detroit  "^ 

tlo        16.    Taking  of  Detroit..  

do 


■'i  ',\ 


I 


^-t"' 


7' 


Won  by  the 

*  ,.  Amoncftna. 

Sopt.         ?>.    Riiti  on  Gananoqiio 

Octol)er  4.  Attack  on  OgdenHburg •  •  • 

,«o  »  muH  Detroit  and  Caledonia  taken  on  L&]ioT.ne ao 

•^^  ■         "^                                                                              English. 

do  13.  -Battle  of  Quccnston • AmorUans 

do  23.  St.  Regirt  opcnpiod  after  li^'^lt  fifihtinir ^^^ 

Nov.  20.  TVimbavdmont  of  Kingston 

do  20.  Battle  of  Lacollo ^^ 

do  23.  Taking  of  Salmon  River  Post 

do  27.  Engav'onont  near  Fort  Chippewa 

'8^3-                                           ^..  ..do 

January  19.    Skirmishing  on  River  Rainin 

do  22.     Amorionn  Army  taken  prisoner  at  Fronchtown ^^^,^^^^ 

February  fi.    Raid  on  Rrockville En<'li8h 

do  22.    Taking  of  Og-lensbnrg Am^orican'.. 

April  27.    Destruction  of  Toronto,  no  ros.Htanco ^^^^ 

May  ^.    Attack  on  Foit  Meigs  repulsed ^^ 

do  27.    Fort  George  taken En..".ish. 

do  27.    Attack  on,  Sackett's  Harlw)r -^^ 

June  5.    Battle  of  Stoney  Creek ••• 

do  8.    Taking  of  an  American  l>rovision  Depot  near  Stoney        ^^ 

f^rfiGlc     •  •"•••■••"'■•*'*       •••••••• 

do  19.    Taking  of  an  American  Provision  Depot  at  Great  GoduH       do 

do  24.    Battle  of  Beaver  D.am ^^^ 

jnly  4.    Taking  of  a  Post  near  Chippewa 

A..  n     Takinj:  of  a  Naval  Depot,  Niagara  River 

t  ol:    Slug  of  a  Military  Train  near  the  Thousand  Tslnnds.  Amencan. 

•do  2.V     Attack  on  Fort  Meigs "'.'.English. 

do  31.     Attack  on  Burlington  ITc^.'hts Americans. 

Sept.  10.    Battle  (Naval)  of  Put-.n-Bay ^^^^^,^^^ 

do  20.     Attack  on  Odolltown ^^ 

October     3.    AmericauB  Repulsed  at  Four  Corne.^ Am'ericnns. 

do  :>.    Battle  of  the  Thames ^^^  ^^.^^^ 

do  2fi.    Battle  of  Chaleauguay '"^^^ 

Nov.  11.    Battle  of  Chrysler's  Farm Amcicnns. 

Dec.  12.    Burningof  Niagara  Village 

do  18.    Taking  of  Forts  Niagara  and  Lewiston ^^^^ 

do  29.    Taking  of  Fort  Erie 

1«^*-  ,  .„  do 

March      13.    Attack  on  Burtonville ^^ 

Ma^  fi.    Taking  of  Oswego • 


If 

May 

July 

do 

do 

do 

do 

August 

do 

Sept. 

do 

do 

do 

Doc. 
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1814, 

May  31.  Attack  on  SackottVIlarbor....                                            Wo,,  i.y  tho 

July  3.  TakiMij  uf  Fort  Krio ZZZZZZZ        X"'"' 

do  5.  Attack  on  Fort  Cliippewa p     f. 

do  19.  Taking  of  Fort  L.  FVairie  ,1,.  inZZZZ] f 

do  25.  Burningof  St.  David  Vil la.ro .^'. 

ao  2o.  Battle  of  Liindy-.s  LaiK- p     ,.  , 

August  4.  Attack  on  Fort  Micl.illimakinao 'ZZZZ'Z'Z    ^"do 

do         14.    Fngagomoiit  near  Fort  Erio  ...  t 

Snn(  -i     i-i     i         ,.    ■     ,-  Americans. 

5«pt.         J.    Capturoot  the  T/y/m  „car  Mici.illimakinac En^Mish 

do  o.  Capture  of  the  ^..r/>/.N  near  Micl,illl,.,akinac...                   do 

do  11.  Battle  (Naval)  of  I'lattsburg  ur  Saranac                         'vmn.-.o 

do  17.  Engagement  near  Fu.t  Erie!                    pTk 

Dec.  24.  Treaty  of  Peace  signed  at  (W.ent  in'  BdgV.im'. "^ 

It  must,  therefore. be  admitted  that  the  information  collected  so  fur,shows  a  vorv 
satisfactory  and  instructive  field  for  statisti.-al  operations.  ^ 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  EUG.  PA2<ET, 
Deputy  of  Minister  of  Militia  ami  Defence, 
To  Hon.  \Vm.  B.  Vail, 

Minister  of  Militia  and  Befonce, 
Ottawa. 
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